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Biography

Tang was at the Technical University, in Aachen, Germany, as the John Parker Traveling Fellow from Harvard in 1959-
60. He was a research staff member, and later principal research scientist, in the Research Division of the Raytheon
Company from 1960 through 1964, when he joined the Cornell faculty. At the university he is a member of the
Materials Science Center. During his sabbatical leave in 1970-71, he was an NSF Senior Postdoctoral Fellow at
Harvard and a consultant at the Naval Research Laboratory. In 1979-80, he was a visiting professor at the University of
Washington and a Scientific Consultant-at-Large at the Laboratoire d'Optique Quantique du C.N.R.S. in Paris. He was
a Visiting McKay Professor at the University of California at Berkeley in 1985. Tang edited the volume on quantum
electronics in the Methods of Experimental Physics series and was coeditor of the volumes on nonlinear optics in the
Treatise on Quantum Electronics, both published by Academic Press. He was an associate editor of the IEEE Journal
of Quantum Electronics and an associate editor of Optics Letters. In 1996 he was presented the Charles Hard Townes
Award by the Optical Society of America. He is a member of the National Academy of Engineering, a fellow of the
American Physical Society, the American Optical Society, and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, and
a member of Phi Beta Kappa and Tau Beta Pi. 
 

Research Interests

The objective of our research program is to search for and study new optical materials and processes that are suitable
for application in the generation, modulation, and detection of electromagnetic radiation from the infrared to the
ultraviolet. Emphasis is on lasers, electro-optic devices, and nonlinear and coherent optical processes. 

 

Current Research Projects

 
Femtosecond Sources and Ultrafast Processes (National Science Foundation)
 
Femtosecond Laser Studies of Ultrafast Processes in Compound Semiconductors (Joint Services Electronics Program)
 
Optical Switching and Two-mode Bistability in Semiconductor Lasers (Advanced Research Projects Agency)
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